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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Project Title: 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough - Parks Highway Connectors

State Funding Requested: $ 6,000,000 House District: 15 - H
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Frontage road access to residents and businesses adjacent to Parks Highway from Lucas Road to Big
Lake Road.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $6,000,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Local Funds $20,000 FY08

Total $20,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This project would connect several existing two-lane Borough collector roads adjacent and parallel to the Parks Highway
from Wasilla to Big Lake. This project recognizes the need for a frontage road type access to residents, commercial
businesses and industry adjacent to the Parks Highway from Lucus Road to Big Lake MP 44-52.3. This is an alternative to
the significant cost of buying additional Parks Highway right-of-way for a frontage road system (estimated at $80 Million)
causing the relocation of many structures, both residential and commercial in nature. This project will help alleviate traffic
congestion and accident rates, better distribute local traffic, and improve local community access.

The Parks Highway is the state’s most economically important interstate highway carrying through traffic from Anchorage to
Fairbanks and the North Slope passing through Wasilla, Meadow Lakes and the Big Lake area. Because of the lack of an
adequate local road network, the Parks Highway also acts as a residential street, a collector road and a minor arterial
providing direct driveway access to residents and local businesses. For trips as short as a quarter mile, residents must drive
onto the Parks Highway to get to their destination. Connecting a network of existing collector roads will alleviate the need to
do this and restore the Parks Highway as an interstate highway, the primary purpose of which is to move through traffic
rather than local traffic. 

From 1977 to 2005 there have been 36 fatalities on the Parks highway from Wasilla to Big Lake. This amounts to 14.69
fatalities and major injuries per mile. The project would reduce accidents by removing a significant amount of local turning
traffic from the Parks Highway. The reduction of local traffic on the interstate highway system would also reduce congestion
and improve air quality.
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Project Timeline:
Spring 2009 to Winter 2009

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  John Duffy, Borough Manager
Phone Number:  907-745-9689
Address:350 E Dahlia Ave Palmer AK  99645
Email: jduffy@matsugov.us

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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